
 
     

Well Water Conservation & Rainwater Collection 
Well Owner Information #6 

 
 

Conserving well water drawn from Denver Basin aquifers is vital to extending the 

life of this nonrenewable resource, especially in rural areas. Rooftop rainwater collection is 

a form of conservation that can help supplement your domestic well water supply. On July 

1, 2009, the passage of Colorado Senate Bill 09-080, a new law allowing Rooftop 

Precipitation Capture for property owners with certain types of wells, became legal. 

 

Prior to SB09-080 rainwater collection was not allowed. The State of Colorado 

claims the right to all moisture in the atmosphere that falls within its borders and is the 

property of the people of the state under the law of prior appropriation or "first in time, first 

in right." Diverting any state water, including rooftop rainwater, is based on this law and 

the seniority of a water right, which we discussed in Newsletter #2 on Water Rights. 

 

Under SB09-080, rural residential property owners who rely on exempt, small capacity 

wells for their water supply can collect and use rooftop rainwater under specified 

conditions: 

• The property owner uses a well, or is legally entitled to a well, for the water supply. 

• Rainwater collection is only allowed on residential property. 

• No water supply is available from a municipality or water district. 

• Rainwater is collected only from the roof of a building that is the primary residence. 

• There is no limit to the amount of water collected from the rooftop of the primary 

residence 

• The water is used only for those residential uses allowed by, and identified on, the 

well owner's permit. Depending on the permit, this may include both indoor and 

outdoor uses. 

• The well owner has applied for and obtained a Precipitation Collection Permit. For 

qualified rural property owners with a well, this permit is free. 

• If your well has not been registered with the State, you need to Register an Existing 

Well before applying for the above permit. 

Interesting Fact: Just a half inch of rain falling on a 1,000-square-foot roof will yield 

300 gallons of water! 

 

Rain barrels or other types of water storage structures are allowed, including above 

ground or underground cistern storage for household use. Your exempt well permit dictates 

how collected rainwater can be used. For example, if the permit stipulates "ordinary 

household use" (no outside use), then it would NOT allow for car washing and could NOT 

be used to fill an outdoor hot tub. If the well permit allows household and outdoor uses, 

including lawn and garden irrigation and/or animal watering, the rainwater could also be 
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used for those purposes. The  Colorado Division of Water Resources has detailed 

information on rainwater collection under SB09-080 and Colorado State University has a 

helpful fact sheet on rainwater collection in Colorado. 

 

How Your Well Permit Affects Rainwater Uses Allowed 

While securing a permit to collect rainwater is free to qualified rural property 

owners, how you use the collected rainwater is strictly determined by the uses allowed 

under your specific well permit. If you don't have a copy of your well permit, you can find 

it by searching the CDWR's well permit system. 

 

Resources for Rainwater Collection Systems 

American Rainwater Catchment Systems Association 

Blue Barrel Rainwater Catchment Systems 

Conservation Technology: A Rainwater Handbook 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A0QQTtbwfiI0EO53ERcBE3-Sj913JzUI39uz-HbcQEY1YIK917RBggsfRavhEWi5UDCrY_YMSe70nlkCwQtVam6Mh8M13Jc5x6DhtmUUfYPBK_OKCK1cN9NtVsilvrNBYsJ1ko4Hi5Xu1I4px9WzxVSOvHJOIw71hXx8OQ3d_bN3qd1mpsScZyHqLg78TFPF_k8c6WL6kk4T-1Qi1UfWa1YTHUT1u3ea8vOtw_Zph1Z3gKbEhKdHsFppnG15nRgV&c=Kr-0-mxgRj80StRmTo6hlTuF5g2QvBWPbvaTQUTRTvrhlgZtIntkLw==&ch=rJwJrCdRJnbrDj3asuXwYj7xPWMF5J8fQUtFCH3qnPJLev8d05nrqQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A0QQTtbwfiI0EO53ERcBE3-Sj913JzUI39uz-HbcQEY1YIK917RBggsfRavhEWi55JucBIJF-TuSfJJ2QKo4r8uE5t9ltaLno-bhA9eFvDwAvuIOqNF0TAW8u8TrLaIFxMKPJWCrmuN0zX_2OHFRr1_eOuVbKfeQW2i7GWbupzPdj94dHUyMAh207GDGHjGQ1qQ5ZjpRrW0w0a2W9QIPf7-7kaQb6LPFROsoYUFOGzvpAW995yJKJ4352UjyIh5gRB4VVbQbu3yB1t9HYsgVsg==&c=Kr-0-mxgRj80StRmTo6hlTuF5g2QvBWPbvaTQUTRTvrhlgZtIntkLw==&ch=rJwJrCdRJnbrDj3asuXwYj7xPWMF5J8fQUtFCH3qnPJLev8d05nrqQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A0QQTtbwfiI0EO53ERcBE3-Sj913JzUI39uz-HbcQEY1YIK917RBghtCMPn6XgdsTPeOrukSsRqT7D6C9vbQAdsB0hyoGcMgd00uiLKOzdPE_wv3xNmVnxKZghfT1LIE4WFLqrhJisV_QRxAxatMOxX0q8WH5lgYtz0_IM6non4k0dTaqT9xyaIn_hJ-33RvMQEjNuxTHT2FyLeo5-DG0iww3PdwSuJR&c=Kr-0-mxgRj80StRmTo6hlTuF5g2QvBWPbvaTQUTRTvrhlgZtIntkLw==&ch=rJwJrCdRJnbrDj3asuXwYj7xPWMF5J8fQUtFCH3qnPJLev8d05nrqQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A0QQTtbwfiI0EO53ERcBE3-Sj913JzUI39uz-HbcQEY1YIK917RBggsfRavhEWi5uUCoXIFwxvHYpjpShSQsMKFaLAxzYwpf3MMZrnFW76tfIae0nDBOfBm_NsYLZoOPVchIpVWpSVcX-5maG8mHeUMN-T5CNVn327yU3bVqK1Y=&c=Kr-0-mxgRj80StRmTo6hlTuF5g2QvBWPbvaTQUTRTvrhlgZtIntkLw==&ch=rJwJrCdRJnbrDj3asuXwYj7xPWMF5J8fQUtFCH3qnPJLev8d05nrqQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A0QQTtbwfiI0EO53ERcBE3-Sj913JzUI39uz-HbcQEY1YIK917RBggsfRavhEWi5_CBtP-Dmib4FKByF5oAFuODBYWFbYdJCWesvCes3Fz8i0B0sGGq3yQEnw_hHCbYpkqrra5hhfdo_7ndfVz_ma7MHRGyYmNgj7Rk3khmyKQv8AP_nGmSbt8sJrPJdQt28AGqTF_BsStpW2pDnzA5TZjMSa5POODK_&c=Kr-0-mxgRj80StRmTo6hlTuF5g2QvBWPbvaTQUTRTvrhlgZtIntkLw==&ch=rJwJrCdRJnbrDj3asuXwYj7xPWMF5J8fQUtFCH3qnPJLev8d05nrqQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A0QQTtbwfiI0EO53ERcBE3-Sj913JzUI39uz-HbcQEY1YIK917RBggsfRavhEWi5vPM_vR7HEmEivApbiVvDGceTm4UfxHMe4qIyH7JRq7ZrtyTSewdn7Lz-c7LPXyXxWYs_yUZXxQflGz_JXaYy0WHIEg9wDwVZTVXQzOS89vz01xEef3ZLVcqGGFqLcmucXSC4ypJNLlnISn_R-zx07mOJfjBCDa-pa1BLx3LZpJGSMOSd5H8-QA==&c=Kr-0-mxgRj80StRmTo6hlTuF5g2QvBWPbvaTQUTRTvrhlgZtIntkLw==&ch=rJwJrCdRJnbrDj3asuXwYj7xPWMF5J8fQUtFCH3qnPJLev8d05nrqQ==

